Aoki, the Activist and Intellectual
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“Aoki,” the new documentary by
Ben Wang and Mike Cheng, tells the
little known story of Black Panther
Party Field Marshal Richard Aoki.
Filmed during the last five years of
Aoki’s life, the filmmakers weave ar-
chival footage with interviews of key
players including — Bobby Seale,
Kathleen Neal Cleaver and Aoki him-
self — to create not just a portrait of
the man but also the movements he
took part in.

The film starts with Aoki — who
passed away on March 15, 2009, at 70
years old — discussing his formative
years in a World War II concentration
camp and then in the impoverished
and then largely black American West
Oakland neighborhood. We then fol-
low the Sansei’s life through juvenile
delinquency, the military and eventu-

ally politicization. Additionally the
film details Aoki’s involvement in
the Black Panther Party as well as the
Third World Liberation movement. It
then follows Aoki through his career
in academia and into his last years.
Remarkable in scope, “Aoki” cov-
ers alot of ground in its 90 minutes but
rarely feels rushed. Instead, it chooses
details carefully to highlight the
unique aspects of Aoki’s story. From
an incident in which Aoki and other
students jumped their principal at Mc-
Cylmonds High School in Oakland,
to Aoki’s reputation as a hard-core
military trainer for the Panthers, to a
comical recounting of Ken Kawaichi
defending Aoki in court, the film lets
the viewer understand
Aoki’s life and the
Black Panther
and Asian
American

movements in a way that connects
emotionally.

Perhaps the film's greatest ac-
complishment, though, is in painting
a candid portrait a man who kept an
amazingly low profile. While, in pub-
lic appearances, Aoki is often stoic
and proper, Cheng and Wang capture
him at ease, with a loose tongue and
a cutting sense of humor. For a man
who once set out to be the “toughest
Oriental in Oakland,” and probably
remained a strong contender until his
death last year, he could be surpris-
ingly reserved — his fire and pas-
sion sometimes coming off almost as
fussiness.

“Aoki” unites the pieces of a
man who could simultaneously be
a loud-mouth and play the back-
ground, who could be a thug and
an intellectual, an activist and an
academic.

201 South Second St.
(408) 998-3300

110 South Market St.
(408) 271-6840

& 'Round the Clock Care Stoff

Restaurant Style Dining Room

Three Nutritional
Meals a Day Plus Snack

Jopanese and American Cuisine
Social and Recreational

Adiviies (Inc udm%Jupunese
Crafts and Hobbies)

KOKORO ad, -

AN ACTIVE, CAIING COHHUNI“ FOR SINIOI! lm #385600235
Managed by NCP Senior Ventures, LL.C

1881 Bush Stree! o San Francisco, CA 94109 4 (415) 776-8066 4 www kokoroassistedliving.org

Richard Aol “Aoki” will be screened as part of the 24-Hour Building Security
photo courtesy of SFLAAF San Francisco International Asian
American Film Festival on Saturday, Hospice Service and Short Term
March 13, at Viz Cinema; Wednes- Stay Available
day, March 17, at Sundance Kabuki
Cinemas and Saturday, March 20, at Outdoor Courtyard
the Camera 12 Cinemas. For more . ;
information, visit www.asianameri- Library and Reudlng Areas
Fi GanDIEda 78, Housekeeping/Laundry Services
. Emergency Call System in
PFA: SOM: Temple: viz Egp A parnent
Pacific Film Archive SOM Temple Nightclub VIZ Cinema o 3 -
2575 Bancroft Way (Berkeley) 2925 16th St. 540 Howard St. 1746 Post St. THRIVE IN THE CULTURE, FAMILY & WARMTH OF THE

(510) 642-0808

(415) 558-8521 (415) 978-9953 (415) 525-8600

JAPANESE AMERICAN COMMUNITY

FEB. 25 - MAR. 3, 2010 | NicHi Bel WeekLy 7


http:canmedia.org
www.asianameri

